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Subject: Extending the scope of Directive 2004/37/EC to cover cytotoxic drugs

Because they are known to cause cancer, infertility, genetic damage and genital malformations,
cytotoxic drugs - often used in hospital settings to treat cancer - are classified as hazardous.

According to the European Biosafety Network, every year more than 20 million workers in Europe are
exposed to carcinogenic, mutagenic and reprotoxic hazardous drugs. The European Agency for Safety
and Health at Work has reported that these drugs constitute the most hazardous chemical risk factors
in the healthcare sector.

Unfortunately, Directive 2004/37/EC does not currently cover occupational exposure to hazardous
drugs, meaning that medical staff handling them are not properly protected.

Does the Commission intend to widen the scope of Directive 2004/37/EC in order to protect healthcare

professionals against occupational exposure to cytotoxic drugs? If so, does it plan to do this as part of
the third or fourth revision of the directive?
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