Question for written answer P-004152/2018

to the Commission

Rule 130

Konstantinos Papadakis (NI) and Sotirios Zarianopoulos (NI)

Subject: The devastating forest fires in Attica that have killed dozens of people

The public is incensed by the criminal negligence that has led to the deaths of dozens of people - with
many more injured or still missing - in the fires that broke out in Eastern Attica on 23 July 2018. The
smoking ruins of thousands of destroyed houses and corner shops and the huge area of devastated
forests in Eastern and Western Attica present a tragic picture.

Despite the heroic efforts of firefighters and rescue workers, more people have died and incalculable
destruction has again been visited on the property of ordinary people and natural assets, because
successive governments without exception have failed to put in place effective planning to prevent
and address such natural disasters in a timely manner.

Fire prevention projects - like flood prevention and anti-seismic protection projects - are not being
implemented because business concerns and the bourgeois state view them as expenses for which
they can expect no returns.

There is an urgent need to take immediate measures to support families affected by these fires and
restore the infrastructure.

The damage to the property of ordinary working families and the shops, equipment and merchandise
of professionals, craftsmen and traders must be recorded without delay and full compensation paid.

Can the Commission say:
What steps will it take to ensure full compensation for the victims?
Will it waive the strict conditions (loss of at least 1.5% of the GDP of the region to which the affected

area belongs and non-compensation of ‘private individuals’) set by the Regulation on the EU’s so-
called ‘Solidarity Fund’?
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