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Question for written answer P-006246/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Eleonora Forenza (GUE/NGL) 

Subject: Turin-Lyon high-speed railway line: French compliance postponed until 2038 and conflict 
with objectives of the new CEF proposal 

The COM (2018) 0438 proposal is currently being considered by the European Parliament and the 
Commission has confirmed that the base tunnel for the Lyon-Turin high-speed rail link, and its access 
routes, are eligible for EU co-financing. 

In the agreement of 30 January 2012, France and Italy undertook to build the base tunnel by splitting 
the costs only when the existing line had reached saturation point, given that requirements concerning 
the French access routes had not yet been met – and on the contrary, according to the French 
Infrastructure Council’s report of February 2018, would not be met before 2038. 

The current Italian Government has pledged to revisit the project in its entirety. 

The traffic forecasts between Turin and Lyon of 2 772 million heavy goods vehicles for 2017 in the two 
tunnels of Fréjus and Mont-Blanc and the saturation forecasts of 75 trains per day, in both directions, 
relating to the existing train line have proven to be amply overestimated1.  

Can the Commission therefore say: 

1) why the Turin-Lyon high-speed railway project is still included among the works of common 
interest to be co-financed as part of the ‘Mediterranean corridor’ in accordance with the Connecting 
Europe Facility (CEF); 

2) how come, in the situation as described, EU co-financing of the work will apparently amount to 
as much as 50%; 

3) why the CEF proposal does not include an analysis of the economic, social and environmental 
impact of the works to be financed? 

 

                                                      
1  Lyon-Turin Ferroviarie and Osservatorio per l'asse ferroviario Torino – Lione (monitoring centre for the Turin-

Lyon rail link) at the Italian Prime Minister’s Office. 


