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Bulgaria transposed Directive (EU) 2016/1148 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 
July 2016 concerning measures for a high common level of security of network and information 
systems across the Union1 (the NIS Directive) into national law by adopting the Cybersecurity Law of 
13 November 2018. Bulgaria communicated the measures fully transposing the Directive to the 
Commission on 14 November 2018. 

The Commission is now carrying out checks on the conformity of the national measures with the NIS 
Directive. As part of these checks, the Commission organizes country visits to the Member States, 
during which it meets with competent authorities, operators of essential services (OES) and digital 
service providers (DSPs). A visit to Bulgaria should take place in the coming months.
 
The NIS Directive does not oblige Member States to impose security requirements and incident 
notifications obligations on the public administration. The Directive provides for such obligations 
exclusively for operators of essential services from the sectors listed in its Annex II and for digital 
service providers as listed in Annex III. However, in its Communication to the European Parliament 
and the Council “Making the most of NIS”2, the Commission recommends to Member States to extend 
the application of the requirements set by the NIS Directive to more sectors and in particular the 
public administration.  

In its Cybersecurity Law, Bulgaria has decided to impose measures going beyond the requirements 
provided in the NIS Directive and included obligations:

 on persons performing public functions (who are not designated as OES) when such persons 
provide electronic administrative services for citizens and businesses; and 

 on organisations providing public services (which are not designated as operators of essential 
services or who are not digital service providers) when such organisations provide administrative 
services electronically.

1 OJ L 194, 19.7.2016, p. 1
2 COM (2017) 476 final/2


