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Priority question for written answer P-004453/2019
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Anna Fotyga (ECR)

Subject: Tackling lobbying and disinformation promoting the controversial Nord Stream 2 project

The European Parliament has taken a firm stance on the controversial Nord Stream 2 project, saying 
that it threatens Europe’s security and efforts to diversify energy supplies, and calling for it to be 
abandoned. I therefore welcomed the proceedings brought by the US Congress against the 
companies involved in the construction of the pipeline - both its shareholders (Austrian OMV, German 
BASF-Wintershall and Uniper, France’s Engie and the UK-Dutch company Royal Dutch Shell) and the 
contractors (the Swiss firm Allseas and Italian Saipem). What is more, the Court of Justice’s final 
judgment on the OPAL pipeline clearly states that the principle of energy solidarity must be more than 
just empty words.

I expect EU diplomacy to support Parliament’s position, rather than lobbying for the interests of 
Gazprom and the companies listed above. I strongly support the High Representative in his efforts to 
meet the provisions of Parliament’s Resolution. I also strongly disagree with the statements that have 
been made recently by the Head of German diplomacy and the President of the German-Russian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Moscow.

1. Has the High Representative drawn the attention of EEAS staff, including the EU delegation to 
Washington, to the scale of lobbying and other forms of pressure - including of a political kind - 
that are being exerted by groups representing Kremlin gas companies and their European 
counterparts?

2. Does he share my view that the representation of Gazprom’s interests by European entities and 
Member States is an example of interference by third parties in EU matters?

3. Is he following - via the East StratCom Task Force, among other channels - the disinformation 
and propaganda campaigns supporting Nord Stream 2?


