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Subject:	Fraud affecting domestic workers in Spain
The Spanish Government has hailed the 22% rise in the minimum wage as a success, but it has also admitted that the increase has adversely affected vulnerable groups such as domestic workers, with more than 13 000 such workers having disappeared into the shadow economy. The government called this ‘collateral damage’, maintaining that nothing could be done about it as it was impossible to inspect homes to detect fraud. The government has apparently forgotten that, according to the Supreme Court, the same requirements (signs of fraud, the principles of necessity and proportionality) need to be met in order to inspect a company or a home.
Spain is part of the European Platform tackling undeclared work, which has made clear that labour inspections are among the most effective ways of tackling failures to meet standards with regard to working conditions.
What action is the Commission going to take to demand that Spain comply with Directive 2006/54/EC on the principle of equal opportunities and equal treatment of men and women in matters of employment, to ensure that the ILO Domestic Workers Convention is adopted, and to prevent the shadow economy and labour fraud in the domestic work sector being referred to, as the Spanish Government has done, as ‘collateral damage’?
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