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Subject: Call by Hesse’s European Affairs Minister for a new EU Affairs Committee in response to 
Brexit

On 31 January 2020, Hesse’s European Affairs Minister Lucia Puttrich (CDU) published an article in 
the ‘Einspruch’ section of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, criticising the ‘passivity of Germany in 
Europe’ and, in response to Brexit, making the following proposal: ‘The solution could, for example, lie 
in a joint committee of both chambers of the German Parliament, which would combine the expertise 
of the Bundesrat with the legitimacy of the Bundestag.’

1. Does the Commission likewise consider it necessary to set up another additional committee in 
order to remedy the alleged ‘passivity of Germany in Europe’?

2. In the Commission’s view, was a shortage of ‘committees’ or similar institutions, such as those 
proposed by Hesse’s European Affairs Minister, the main reason for Brexit, or might not the 
desire for national sovereignty and to escape being subject to decisions taken in Brussels rather 
than in the home country also have been the main reason why the British decided to leave the 
EU?

3. Since the Bundesrat is composed only of the regional governments, does the Commission 
consider that the proposal by Hesse’s European Affairs Minister takes sufficient account of the 
parliamentary opposition?


