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Priority question for written answer P-001210/2020
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Marco Zanni (ID), Marco Campomenosi (ID), Rosanna Conte (ID), Gianantonio Da Re (ID), 
Simona Baldassarre (ID), Alessandro Panza (ID), Lucia Vuolo (ID), Luisa Regimenti (ID), 
Alessandra Basso (ID), Danilo Oscar Lancini (ID), Valentino Grant (ID)

Subject: Turkey’s decision not to stop Syrian refugees entering the EU

According to the latest reports from the local media, Turkey has decided to stop preventing Syrian 
refugees from entering Europe, thereby breaching the agreement on the ‘EU Facility for Refugees in 
Turkey’. Local TV stations are already showing dozen-strong groups of refugees starting to cross the 
border with Greece on foot.

Turkey’s decision would seem to have been triggered by the death of at least 33 Turkish soldiers in 
an aerial bombardment by Syrian government forces in the province of Idlib.

Since, following Turkey's decision to effectively open the border, people are already on the way to 
Greece, and as Turkey has already received from the EU the EUR 6 billion earmarked for refugee 
management projects from now until 2025, in addition to around EUR 9 billion from IPA funds since 
2007, can the High Representative indicate:

1. What urgent measures are being planned to avert a fresh humanitarian disaster in the EU and 
prevent an escalation of the conflict in Syria?

2. Whether, in the discussions on the MFF and in EIB policies, a decision will finally be taken to 
stop financial assistance to Turkey and ask it to repay that EUR 6 billion for having failed to 
honour the agreement?

Supporters1

1 This question is supported by Members other than the authors: Elena Lizzi (ID), Massimo Casanova (ID), 
Andrea Caroppo (ID), Stefania Zambelli (ID), Marco Dreosto (ID), Gianna Gancia (ID), Isabella Tovaglieri 
(ID), Antonio Maria Rinaldi (ID), Francesca Donato (ID), Matteo Adinolfi (ID), Paolo Borchia (ID), Mara 
Bizzotto (ID), Vincenzo Sofo (ID), Anna Bonfrisco (ID), Silvia Sardone (ID)


