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Subject: Breach by France of Directive 2008/98/EC on waste in the Stocamine case

In December 2019, the work of installing concrete plugs to seal off the galleries in the Stocamine 
special waste storage centre began. The 44 000 tonnes of waste stored at the site are a potential 
source of pollution of the water table in the upper Rhine plain 1 . The condition of the galleries is 
deteriorating significantly, the salts present are likely to form a thick coat around the waste, making 
the reversibility of storage impossible, and the work of sealing off the galleries may lead to flooding 
and pollution of the water table. A parliamentary report recommended an ongoing process of removal 
of the waste 2 , and the most recent studies conducted by the Bureau de recherches géologiques et 
minières (Geological and Mining Research Agency) show that this solution is feasible.

Does the Commission consider that the decision by the French State to start the work of sealing off 
the galleries, without even waiting for the findings of the technical and financial feasibility study into an 
approach involving ongoing removal of the waste, is consistent with the precautionary principle laid 
down in Article 191 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union and the provisions of 
Directive 2008/98/EC 3 and therefore compatible with EU law?

1 The water table and the 300 billion cubic metres of water it holds provide 80% of the drinking water supply for 
7 million EU citizens on both sides of the Rhine.

2 Report on the joint fact-finding mission organised by the French National Assembly to the Stocamine 
underground waste storage site.

3 Article 13 of Directive 2008/98/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 19 November 2008 on 
waste stipulates the following: ‘Member States shall take the necessary measures to ensure that waste 
management is carried out without endangering human health and without harming the environment, and in 
particular: (a) without risk to water, air, soil, animals or plants (...)’.


