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Subject: RED II sustainability and greenhouse gas emission savings criteria

Based on a study by the Commission’s Joint Research Centre 1 , energy accounts for nearly half 
(48 %) of the total use of woody biomass and demand is predicted to significantly increase. The 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) report 2   
focusing on the region of Europe has already highlighted a decline in ecosystem services partly due 
to the intensification of forestry to provide biomass-based fuels. Directive (EU) 2018/2001 on the 
promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources (RED II) contains sustainability and 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission savings criteria for biomass fuels, which are to be applied by mid-
2021 to decrease potential risks and damage.

How much of the total solid biomass burned in the EU, including by households, will be covered by 
these criteria, given that they only apply to installations with a total rated thermal input equal to or 
exceeding 20 MW?

How efficient is the burning of solid biomass compared to the production of energy by solar or wind 
power?
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