Priority question for written answer P-002732/2020
to the Commission
Rule 138
Loránt Vincze
Subject:	Free movement of persons and travel restrictions
Free movement of persons is an EU value that most citizens take for granted: more and more of them are living, studying, working or running businesses in other EU Member States.
The coronavirus has temporarily deprived us of this right, but also affects people living in a different Member State, as it has for instance made the situation of people travelling to visit their families or their own Member State more difficult. It may also present an obstacle if members of the same family who have different nationalities wish to travel together to a Member State of which one of them is a national.
A large number of Member States have temporarily closed their borders to control the epidemic, causing chaos in the initial phase, as there was no European coordination of measures introduced by them which also had an impact on neighbouring countries. Building on the initial experience, it would be appropriate to coordinate the process of opening borders at EU level so that citizens know exactly what to expect if they want to go to another Member State, including transit countries.
1.	What coordinated plan has been drawn up to re-launch free movement within the EU?
2.	In parallel with measures by the Member States to moderate their restrictions, what coordinated European solution will the Commission offer to citizens who wish to travel to their own Member State or to their family, and people who once again wish to exercise freedom of movement?
3.	What coordinated recommendations will the Commission make to encourage Member States to take account of the particular situation of people exercising their right to freedom of movement?
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