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Subject: Use of European funds by entities and persons associated with terrorist organisations

It was with disbelief that I found out what was written in the letter from the Head of the EU 
Representation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip which was sent to the Palestinian NGO network 
(PNGO). In the letter, Sven Kühn von Burgsdorff refers to the reservation which appears in EU grant 
agreements for Palestinian NGOs to the effect that no individual or entity named in the EU’s terrorism 
blacklist (the ‘restrictive list’) may benefit from EU programmes or funding. The letter stresses that a 
natural person who is linked or who sympathises with or supports any of the groups or entities listed 
in the EU’s restrictive lists is not excluded from benefiting from actions financed by the EU unless their 
name corresponds to that of one of the natural persons on the lists.

I find the explicit suggestion by an EU diplomat that the lack of names of specific individuals on the 
EU’s restrictive lists might be used as a loophole in the law scandalous. This approach will indirectly 
result in financial assistance being granted to organisations and entities linked to terrorist 
organisations. I cannot imagine that the EU would support organisations or entities related to 
Al Qaeda or ISIS, for example, in other countries.

1. Have the contents of this letter been discussed with the VP? Is this the official position of the 
Commission?

2. Why does the monitoring of aid granted to Palestinian NGOs not include, de facto, verification of 
any links or affiliations with terrorist organisations?

3. What action will the Commission take to ensure that European taxpayers’ money does not fall 
into the hands of supporters of terrorism?


