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The European Union has made clear its grave concerns about the national security law imposed 
on Hong Kong from Beijing, in particular about its conformity with Hong Kong’s Basic Law 
and with China’s international commitments, as enshrined in the Sino-British Joint Declaration 
of 1984.

Our concerns relate both the process by which the law was imposed, whereby there was no 
meaningful prior consultation of Hong Kong institutions or stakeholders, and to its substance.  
On the substance, we are currently still assessing the law but we are seriously concerned about 
many aspects.

These concerns can only be reinforced as a result of latest developments – including the first 
arrests on 1 July under the law and a number of public statements by the mainland authorities.
The rule of law, the independence of the judiciary and the extensive rights and freedoms are 
the cornerstone of Hong Kong's success, under the ‘One Country, Two Systems’ principle and 
the Basic Law. 

EU relations with China are based on mutual respect and trust. China’s actions further call into 
question its willingness to uphold its commitments.  This will certainly affect international trust 
in, and perceptions of, China.

The way this law has been imposed not only undermine Hong Kong’s high degree of autonomy 
but may also have far-reaching for its standing as an international business and financial hub.
The EU’s reaction to the legislation was discussed at the Foreign Affairs Council on 29 May 
2020 and will be again discussed at the next meeting of the Foreign Affairs Council. The EU 
will continue to follow developments closely and to raise the issue in the dialogue with China. 
It is also reviewing all possible options and maintains contact with its international partners, 
including the G7, on this matter. 


