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1. The Commission is aware of the spread of new pests because of global trade and, to some 
extent, climate change. Under Regulation (EU) 2016/20311, Member States have the 
obligation to carry out surveys to prevent and detect early the presence of quarantine pests and 
the obligation to eradicate them when detected. Quarantine pests are dangerous pests which 
are not known to occur in the EU territory or, if present, not widely distributed and under 
official measures to prevent their spread.

2. In particular, Aleurocanthus spiniferus and non-EU strains of Citrus tristeza virus (CTV) 
are listed as EU quarantine pests2, and co-funding is available for surveillance and eradication 
under Regulation (EU) No 652/20143. This is not the case for Drosophila suzuki and EU 
strains of CTV which are not new and known to be widely present and spread in Member 
States and therefore are not subject to the requirements laid down in the EU legislation on 
plant health.

3. Since December 2019, the import checks have been reinforced and harmonised among the 
Member States under Regulation (EU) 2017/6254.

The Commission recalls that it is the responsibility of Member States to implement the 
relevant EU plant health measures, including those related to Xylella fastidiosa5, with the aim 
to protect their territory and the EU as a whole.

In the framework of the Common Agricultural Policy rural development, Member States may 
provide support to farmers for the investments in prevention actions and for the restoration of 
the agricultural production potential damaged by natural disasters, adverse climatic events and 
catastrophic events or as a result of measures taken to eradicate or contain plants diseases or 
pest. Puglia activated this type of support in its rural development programme.
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