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All companies subject to the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679 (GDPR)1 

have to comply with its transparency rules.

GDPR applies to the processing of personal data in the context of the activities of a 
company’s establishment in the EU. Also if a company established in a third country has no 
establishment in the EU, processing still falls under GDPR where it relates to offering goods 
or services to, or monitoring the behaviour of, data subjects in the EU (Article 3 GDPR).

Facebook’s main establishment for most processing activities in the EU is in Ireland. It 
follows that the Irish Data Protection Commissioner (DPC) is the lead data protection 
authority, within the meaning of Article 56 GDPR, for Facebook’s cross-border processing in 
the EU. In line with Articles 56 and 60 GDPR, the DPC is the sole interlocutor for Facebook 
and cooperates with the other Data Protection Authorities (DPAs) concerned.

In addition, Directive 2002/58/EC2 protects users’ terminal equipment. Its Article 5(3) in most 
cases requires consent for storing and accessing information in there.

Supervising and enforcing EU data protection rules is a task for national DPAs and courts. 
The Commission supports the European Data Protection Board’s reflection on improving 
cross-border cooperation, and has repeatedly called on Member States to adequately fund 
DPAs.

The Commission also prepares proposals under the Digital Services Act package for the end 
of 2020. They will frame online platforms’ responsibilities for protecting users from illegal 
activities online, and provide the appropriate framework for supervising digital services; it 
will include possible rules concerning potentially unfair behaviour by large platforms, 
including on data usage and sharing.
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