Priority question for written answer P-005139/2020
to the Commission
Rule 138
Assita Kanko (ECR)
Subject:	EU support for road construction in Eritrea
The EU is supporting a road construction programme in Eritrea, in the context of which the use of road construction equipment is entrusted to subcontractors who, it is claimed, use conscripts as workers. From the age of 18, boys and girls are recruited under duress into the national service for an indefinite period of time, sometimes up to the age of 20. The UN considers this to be a form of slavery.
If this practice is confirmed, is the Commission prepared to stop this EU funding immediately and to resume it only after a guarantee has been obtained that these road constructions will no longer be carried out by conscripts on national service who are subjected to forced labour?
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