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Priority question for written answer P-005280/2020/rev.1
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Evin Incir (S&D)

Subject: Systematic breaches and restrictions of human rights by the Islamic Republic of Iran

For more than 40 years, the regime in Iran has attacked human rights and freedoms by targeting 
political opponents, opposition activists, women and minorities. In its latest report published on 
2 September 2020, Amnesty International describes how demonstrators detained after major protests 
in Iran last autumn have been tortured on numerous occasions. Harsh sentences have been handed 
down against many demonstrators, journalists, trade union leaders and lawyers who have criticised 
the regime, including corporal punishment and the death penalty. In addition, prisoners who are ill are 
being denied the right to care. The internationally acclaimed wrestler, Navid Afkari, who was executed 
on 12 September 2020 for protesting against the regime, is the latest victim. But he will not be the 
last.  

We all have a duty to stand up for universal values. This means we need to speak out, rather than say 
nothing, and we need to do more.

1. Has VP/HR Borrell brought up these systematic breaches and restrictions of human rights with 
the Iranian regime? And is consideration being given to taking a tougher stance against Iran, 
given the worsening situation?

2. How does VP/HR Borrell intend to step up engagement and bring more pressure to bear on Iran 
to uphold fundamental human rights, including civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, 
in accordance with conventions it too has signed (the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights)?

3. What is VP/HR Borrell doing to prevent death sentences being carried out against Nasrin 
Sotoudeh, Narges Mohammadi, Ali Younesi – whose brother lives in Sweden – and other human 
rights activists?


