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Subject: Natura 2000 protected area SKUEV0326 Strahuľka with quarry (excluded from Natura 
2000)

At the time of its declaration, SKUEV 0326 Strahuľka had an inactive quarry on its territory which had 
been settled by rare species of birds (rock owl and long-tailed owl). In 2007, the owner of the site 
applied to the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic for authorisation to extract stone at 
a new quarry and for the quarry’s exclusion from the NATURA 2000 network. During the 
environmental impact assessment process, objections were raised which indicated that the proposal 
was in conflict with the needs of habitat conservation. The new quarry is located at the centre of the 
site, includes the highest elevations of the area, and has a devastating impact on the site.

In a decision (No. 4058/07-3.5/gn), the Ministry of the Environment of the Slovak Republic did not 
take these objections into account and recommended that the quarry be approved and that the quarry 
plots be removed from the SKUEV0326 site.

In the original proposal, Strahuľka had an area of 1 195.04 hectares. After deducting the area of the 
quarry, only 1 170,010 hectares remain. The owner of the area is carrying out extractive activities, but 
to this day he has not carried out revitalisation and reclamation measures in the abandoned part of 
the quarry. No inspections were carried out by the relevant Slovak inspection bodies.

1. Is the Commission aware of this exclusion of the quarry from the SKUEV0326 Natura 2000 site? 
If so, could it indicate when it was notified by the Slovak authorities?

2. If the Commission has commented on this process, could it please provide the text of its opinion 
in which it states the reasons why it agreed to the location of the quarry and the removal of the 
area from the site?


