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Subject: Necessary parliamentary scrutiny of TCA and WA implementation

On 29 January 2021, while struggling to avoid vaccine delivery shortfalls in the EU, the Commission 
put in place a vaccine export control mechanism. In this process, it chose to trigger Article 16 of the 
Withdrawal Agreement (WA) signed between the EU and the UK, putting at risk a key principle which 
guided the negotiations of the Irish Protocol, that no hard border should be established on the island 
of Ireland.

This was a very unfortunate move from the Commission, and it was overturned within hours. Still, 
damage was done and political consequences should not be underestimated.

Such a misstep could have been avoided with more consultation, especially with the European 
Parliament. Parliament made it clear on several occasions that it was paying special attention to the 
Irish Protocol. It stated that there would be no ratification of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
(TCA) if the WA was not fully implemented in good faith by both parties.

This serious incident shows the need for proper parliamentary scrutiny of the implementation of both 
the WA and the TCA.

What kind of written commitment does the Commission plan to make to ensure that Parliament will be 
systematically consulted on all decisions with a significant impact on the implementation of the WA 
and the TCA?
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