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Priority question for written answer P-001229/2021
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Costas Mavrides (S&D), Sylvie Guillaume (S&D), Lefteris Christoforou (PPE), Ivan Štefanec 
(PPE), Lukas Mandl (PPE), Loucas Fourlas (PPE), Eva Kaili (S&D), Anna-Michelle 
Asimakopoulou (PPE), Nathalie Loiseau (Renew), Stelios Kympouropoulos (PPE), Elżbieta 
Kruk (ECR), Nicolae Ştefănuță (Renew), Giorgos Georgiou (The Left), Charlie Weimers (ECR), 
Carlo Fidanza (ECR), Sergio Berlato (ECR), Demetris Papadakis (S&D), Elissavet Vozemberg-
Vrionidi (PPE), Vangelis Meimarakis (PPE), Karen Melchior (Renew), Carmen Avram (S&D), 
Petras Auštrevičius (Renew), Michaela Šojdrová (PPE), François Alfonsi (Verts/ALE), Georgios 
Kyrtsos (PPE), Theodoros Zagorakis (PPE), Klemen Grošelj (Renew), Nikos Androulakis (S&D), 
Annie Schreijer-Pierik (PPE), Emmanuel Maurel (The Left)

Subject: Armenian captives in Azerbaijan

The Russia-brokered trilateral ceasefire statement signed on 10 November 2020 ended the war in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, which involved terrorist fighters deployed by Turkey. Paragraph 8 of the 
statement stipulates that ‘exchange of prisoners of war, hostages and other detainees as well as the 
remains of the fatalities shall be carried out’. The Armenian side has returned all the Azerbaijani 
captives, whereas this requirement has not been fully met by Azerbaijan. Evidence indicates that 
Azerbaijan blatantly violates the human rights of Armenian prisoners of war (PoWs), breaching 
international humanitarian law1.

The Commission is asked:

1. Since the statement by the EEAS spokesperson on 29 January 2021, what concrete steps has 
the EU taken to achieve the fulfillment of paragraph 8, particularly the return of the Armenian 
captives and PoWs, including civilians and women, being held by Azerbaijan despite the 
agreement?

2. What measures has the EU taken to prevent the abuse and instrumentalisation of Armenian 
captives and PoWs for political purposes, and to ensure that the Red Cross can visit them?

3. Has the EU asked Azerbaijan to communicate the exact number of captives, since there is no 
clarity on it? If so, what number has been communicated?

1 https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/azerbaijan-armenian-prisoners-war-badly-mistreated 
(https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/02/azerbaijan-armenian-prisoners-war-badly-mistreated)


