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Subject: Infringement of the principles of democracy and non-discrimination as enshrined in 
Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) in the treatment of the Alternative for 
Germany party in the Federal Republic of Germany 

In Germany it became known on 3 March 2021 that the largest opposition party in the Bundestag, 
Alternative for Germany (AfD), had been placed under surveillance by the country’s Federal Office for 
the Protection of the Constitution (Verfassungsschutz) in a suspected case (Verdachtsfall) of far-right 
extremist activity. This is the first time in Germany’s post-war history that a party represented in all 16 
state parliaments and the Bundestag has been made a suspected case, entitling the country’s 
intelligence service inter alia to spy on a party declared a suspected case in this way. According to the 
press, the reasons for this decision by the Verfassungsschutz include the notion that the AfD does not 
respect the principle of democracy or human dignity. The Verfassungsschutz sees AfD’s strict stance 
on immigration and Islam as violations of human dignity. The agency considers the AfD to be 
infringing the principle of democracy through its negative attitude towards Germany’s Federal 
Government and other parties.

On 5 March 2021, the Administrative Court of Cologne announced its decision prohibiting the German 
intelligence service for the time being from declaring the AfD to be a suspected case, because the 
agency had leaked the details to the press, so breaking the promise it had made in another court case 
concerning a complaint by the AfD. According to the Administrative Court of Cologne, the 
Verfassungsschutz has violated the principle of the equal treatment of parties by leaking the 
information.

1. In Article 2 TEU the values mentioned as those the EU is founded on include democracy and 
non-discrimination. Does the Federal Republic of Germany therefore fully respect these 
principles, when the country’s intelligence service makes a democratically functioning political 
party a suspected case on legally contested grounds and leaks a decision to the press, so 
breaking a promise given to a court?

2. Does the Commission intend to look into whether the Federal Republic of Germany, in its 
treatment of the Alternative for Germany party, is infringing its obligations as they relate to 
democracy and non-discrimination, as enshrined in Article 2 TEU?


