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Rule 138
Nils Torvalds (Renew)
Subject:	Definition of plastic in Directive (EU) 2019/904
Directive (EU) 2019/904 on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the environment was adopted in June 2019. The Commission has since been working on implementation guidelines ahead of the transposition deadline of 3 July 2021. The guidelines will not be finalised until May 2021 at the earliest.
There are still many unanswered, very basic questions related to the definition of plastic. The draft implementation guidelines create uncertainty as to the basic chemistry of paper and board manufacturing. The draft guidelines clearly state that paper products are not included within the scope of the directive. However, the basic chemical components traditionally used in paper and board manufacturing can be applied in a way that results in the final product having technical properties that could fall within the scope of this directive.
1.	Given that the Member States will not have clarity on what to regulate until May 2021, is ​​3 July 2021 the absolute deadline for implementing the directive​?
2.	Paper and board products manufactured using traditional chemicals are excluded from this directive. Will the Commission recognise that these products automatically fall outside of the scope of the directive?
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