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Subject: Incompatibility of the ‘Diga Perfigli’ project with Directive 2007/60/EC on floods

The ‘Diga Perfigli’ dam project involves the construction of a huge concrete wall 1 500 metres long, 20 
metres wide and 4 metres high on the edge of Lavagna at the mouth of the river Entella, Liguria. The 
dam will be built on a flood plain and farmland and will have a serious impact on SCI IT1332717.

The aim of the project is to reduce flood risk, but it appears to run counter to Legislative Decree No 49 
of 23 February 2010, which transposes Directive 2007/60/EC.

Article 7(2) of the Legislative Decree implements Article 7(2) of the Directive and provides for the 
implementation of non-structural measures (cleaning of the river bed, removal of obstacles at the 
mouth) as a priority, while prescribing the implementation of structural measures (construction) only 
as a secondary option.

The project was devised before the implementation of the directive and was based on outdated data 
and parameters.

In particular, the embankment will apparently be built in an area where the river is not liable to break 
its banks. The flooding normally occurs upstream (where non-structural work would be needed, such 
as the cleaning of the river bed and tributaries) and at the river mouth (where the run-off of the water 
is hindered by sand dunes, the area of which should be dredged as a ‘priority action’ under the 
legislative decree).

In the light of the above:

1. In the Commission’s view, is this project not at odds with the above-mentioned EU and Italian 
legislation?

2. Does it not think it might be desirable to carry out the non-structural measures mentioned above, 
which would have less impact on SCI IT1332717?


