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Subject: Rule of law and access to free media in Poland

In Poland, a draft law procedure is ongoing which would enable television broadcasting licences to be 
given to foreign companies registered in a member state of the EEA on condition that they are not 
dependent on other companies registered outside the EEA.

17 months ago the broadcaster TVN applied to the National Broadcasting Council for an extension of 
the licence for the news channel TVN24, which is one of the biggest and most popular in Poland. The 
application has not yet been considered, although it does not give rise to objections under the current 
law.

TVN’s owner is a company from the Netherlands, which in turn is owned by an American concern. 
The tabling of a draft law with this wording should therefore not be seen as coincidental. The project 
should be regarded as being directed against TVN, which has often been critical of the current 
government’s actions.

In the light of the above I would like to ask the following:

1. Does the Commission think that pushing through a proposal limiting the access of Polish citizens 
to free media is an indication that the Polish government is in breach of the rule of law?

2. In 2020 the media group Polska Press (which is owned by the German Passau publishing group) 
was taken over by the state-owned company Orlen. Putting these two issues together, does the 
Commission see here a danger of monopolisation of the media market in Poland?

3. Might the potential breach of the rule of law in Poland with this kind of attack on the media and 
freedom of speech lead to the withdrawal or the suspension of Union funds for Poland?


