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Subject: Illegal detention of and deportation by Turkey of the President of the Pan-Pontian 
Federation of Greece

Mr G. Varythimiadis, President of the Pan-Pontian Federation of Greece, who was planning to attend 
a special service, the Patriarchal Divine Liturgy to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption, at the 
Panagia Sumela monastery in Pontos, saw his visit to Turkey transformed into a nightmare.

Without no justification or explanations, the Turkish authorities declared the representative of the 
Pontos Greeks persona non grata, unlawfully held him for six hours at the Istanbul airport detention 
centre, took his fingerprints with no explanation and denied him any contact with Greek Consulate 
staff.

Given the illegal and inadmissible actions of the Turkish authorities, which are a gross infringement of 
the fundamental rights of both Greek and European citizens and any notion of the rule of law:

1. What view does the Commission take of this incident in the context of the accession talks with 
Turkey?

2. How does it intend to respond to this totally inadmissible act of provocation by Turkey?


