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Subject: The effectiveness of over-regulation of the EU’s forestry sector

The European Commission’s Fit for 55 legislative package, the sustainable finance taxonomy, the 
new EU forest strategy and the biodiversity strategy together are making it difficult for the EU forestry 
sector to operate profitably, in a manner that is unprecedented, demanding more carbon sinks and 
interfering in forest management and in the production of raw materials and energy in the EU. The 
thinking at the Commission is that forest owners in the EU might even be paid compensation for 
ending the exploitation of forests for commercial purposes. The Commission’s plans will not ensure a 
level playing field among the Member States. They will hit economic and social sustainability in the 
countries with large areas of forest in particular, and they will also be at odds with, for example, the 
EU’s circular economy targets and the target for the use of renewable energy. Furthermore, one 
major drawback with the plans is that they do not take account of the status of carbon sinks 
worldwide.

1. How can the Commission ensure that the logging bans in EU forests will not mean that logging 
outside the EU will compensate for the shortage while the demand for wood-based products and 
bioenergy remains the same or even increases in the future?

2. How does the Commission intend to ensure that fossil fuel emissions from other EU countries or 
sectors are not covered at the expense of countries with large areas of forest, in which case the 
EU’s own climate targets would not even be met?

3. Has the Commission estimated the total for the financial losses that Member States with large 
forest areas will incur as a result of its plans?


