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Subject: Decline in upstream aeronautics research within Horizon Europe

The decarbonisation goals set out by the European Green Deal are particularly challenging for the 
aviation sector. Development cycles in aviation can typically take more than 20 years from first 
concepts to market introduction. In a position paper, the European Aeronautics Science Network 
(EASN) warns that in order to achieve 2050 targets, it is necessary to enforce both exploratory 
research for innovation and validation and demonstration of competitive innovative products. This 
underlines the fact that the decrease in funding for research and development work in the aviation 
sector within Horizon Europe endangers the success of the European Green Deal. The majority of low 
technology readiness level research topics are not considered for funding within the Horizon Europe 
framework. As a result of the described conditions, the opportunities for disruptive aeronautics-related 
research have been dramatically diminished.

1. What is the Commission’s stance on the decrease in research funding for aviation within the 
Horizon Europe programme and the consequences of this, as highlighted by the EASN?

2. What measures does the Commission intend to take to improve this situation? Will it propose 
enhancing upstream aviation research within Horizon Europe?


