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Subject: Statements by Commission President Von der Leyen on support for and accession of 
Ukraine to the European Union

De-escalation of the conflict between Ukraine and Russia is extremely important. On 27 February 
2022, Commission President Von der Leyen gave a speech in which she announced that Ukraine 
should be admitted to the European Union and that arms would be supplied from the EU.

Ukraine, meanwhile, has called for accelerated accession to the EU.

1. Can the Commission explain where in the Treaties the Commission is empowered to finance and 
supply arms to a third country?

2. The President of the Commission is in favour of Ukraine’s accession to the EU being fast-
tracked. Ukraine is not currently a candidate country and is a country at war. Can the 
Commission explain why it now takes the view that Ukraine should join the EU, how this decision 
came about and whether it has been coordinated with the European Council?

3. Can the Commission explain what accelerated membership entails and how it contributes to de-
escalation, a cessation of hostilities and peace negotiations between Russia and Ukraine?


