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The Commission’s scope to take action in the situation referred to by the Honourable Member 
is determined by the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the EU and the UK. It 
includes provisions on upholding the existing levels of labour protection and commitments on 
effective domestic enforcement, in particular, an effective system of labour inspections in 
accordance with the international commitments relating to working conditions and the 
protection of workers1.

Under the TCA, the UK shall not weaken or reduce, in a manner affecting trade or investment 
between the Parties, its labour and social levels of protection below the levels in place at the 
end of the transition period, including by failing to effectively enforce its law and standards. 
The UK has not amended or repealed its legislation transposing EU rules applicable to 
collective redundancies of seafarers2. At this stage, the Commission has not identified any 
action or enforcement deficiency by the UK that would breach the TCA.

The Commission recalls that under international law3 it is the duty of the Flag State to exercise 
its jurisdiction and control in administrative, technical and social matters over ships flying its 
flag. When a State has reasons to believe that proper jurisdiction and control have not been 
exercised, it may report it to the flag State. In the exclusive economic zone, a coastal State, in 
the exercise of its sovereign rights to explore, exploit, conserve and manage the living resources 
may take such measures, including boarding, inspection, arrest and judicial proceedings. In its 
territorial sea, a coastal State exercises complete legislative and enforcement jurisdiction 
subject to international law, including to vessels flying the flag of third countries.

1 TCA, Chapter 6 Articles 386-389 and the ILO Maritime Labour Convention, 2006.
2 Directive 98/59/EC on collective redundancies and Directive (EU) 2015/1794 on the inclusion of seafarers in 
certain directives.
3 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea.


