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Subject: Lifetime ban on purchasing tobacco applying to people born in certain years

Major efforts are currently being made in the EU to step up the fight against cancer. Very recently the 
Commission brought forward a plan which includes a focus on harm‑reduction with regard to tobacco 
and smoking.

Denmark is also aiming to reduce the number of people who smoke and are therefore at risk of 
cancer. The current Danish Government recently brought forward a proposal aimed at creating a 
smoke-free generation in the future.

The proposal seeks to introduce a lifetime ban on the purchase of cigarettes and other types of 
tobacco for children and young people born in 2010 or later.

1. Could the Commission state whether the aforementioned proposal for a lifetime ban applying to 
people born in certain years is at odds with Articles 20 and 21 of the EU Charter of Fundamental 
Rights, which prohibit discrimination and emphasise that everyone is equal before the law?

2. Can the Commission state whether acts may be prohibited by law for a particular group of adults, 
but not for other adults?

3. Could the Commission state whether the aforementioned proposal for a lifetime ban applying to 
people born in certain years is in breach of the rules governing the single market, where goods 
and services can be traded equally across borders?


