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Subject: Fishing licences for the UK’s 6 to 12 nautical mile zone

During a part-session debate on Monday 5 April 2022, the Commission received a question on the 
outstanding fishing licences to which EU fishers are entitled under the EU-UK Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement (TCA).

The question referred specifically to two vessels missing licences to fish in the UK’s 6 to 12 nautical 
mile zone: the Alliance, registered in Port-en-Bessin, and the Marie Bélise, registered in Cherbourg-
en-Cotentin.

Both vessels are entitled to fishing licences as direct replacements for vessels that previously fished 
in the zone. In accordance with Article 500(4) of the TCA, all the information proving that economic 
link has been sent to the competent authorities.

However, those licences have yet to be granted.

1. What steps will the Commission take to ensure that the UK authorities grant those licences, as 
they are obliged to under the TCA?

2. What progress has the Specialised Committee on Fisheries made on guidelines concerning the 
application of Article 500 of the TCA, particularly on a joint definition of a replacement vessel?


