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Subject: Investment in the development of the EU’s external border regions to respond to the new 
situation

The European Union’s external border programmes have been the key instruments that have 
supported the development of EU border regions in the 21st century. For example, in the current 
programming period there have been three Interreg programmes in Finland in connection with the 
EU’s external border, to which around EUR 112 million of EU funding was allocated. Russia’s war of 
aggression in Ukraine has now obviously put a halt to the preparation and implementation of all these 
external border programmes.

The Commission has stated that the mandate to grant ERDF funding in the first year of the external 
border programmes is to be transferred to the Interreg programmes implemented at the EU’s internal 
borders. For example, in Finland the funding would go to the Aurora or Central Baltic programmes. 
This would be problematic for the regions included in the external border programmes, as some of 
them are not included in either programme region.

The allocation of funding in the final period for the external border programmes will require action by 
the Commission to take account of the current geopolitical barriers to funding and to transfer ERDF 
funding earmarked for the external border programmes to the national regional and structural policy 
programme.

ERDF funds and their equivalent national contributions must also in future be earmarked for the 
regional development of border areas. This will be extremely significant for those regions, as they are 
in a difficult situation, with economic ties with Russia being frozen for a long time to come.

In view of this:

1. How does the Commission intend to ensure that the appropriations allocated to EU external 
border cooperation, originally intended for cooperation with Russia, will be channelled to the 
development of the EU’s external border regions participating in these programmes?

2. Does the Commission intend to propose new resources to support, in particular, the development 
of regions on the EU-Russia border, which are suffering most from the effects of the sanctions 
imposed on Russia by the EU and its Member States, due to the suspension of neighbourly and 
cross-border cooperation, for example?


