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Priority question for written answer P-001825/2022
to the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy
Rule 138
Pierre Karleskind (Renew), Terry Reintke (Verts/ALE), Fabio Massimo Castaldo (NI), Marc Angel 
(S&D), Karin Karlsbro (Renew), Billy Kelleher (Renew), Brando Benifei (S&D), Marianne Vind 
(S&D), Karen Melchior (Renew), Olivier Chastel (Renew), Sara Matthieu (Verts/ALE), Francisco 
Guerreiro (Verts/ALE), Robert Biedroń (S&D), Michal Šimečka (Renew), Diana Riba i Giner 
(Verts/ALE), Monika Vana (Verts/ALE), Cyrus Engerer (S&D), Salima Yenbou (Renew), 
Gwendoline Delbos-Corfield (Verts/ALE), Hilde Vautmans (Renew), Sira Rego (The Left), 
Giuliano Pisapia (S&D), Mario Furore (NI), Rasmus Andresen (Verts/ALE), Kim Van Sparrentak 
(Verts/ALE)

Subject: The renewal of the mandate of the UN’s Independent Expert on protection against 
violence and discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity

In 2016, a landmark resolution at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC)1 established the mandate of 
the UN’s Independent Expert on protection against violence and discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and gender identity (SOGI)2. This mandate has proved crucial for promoting SOGI 
awareness in UN bodies and agencies, making recommendations and shining light on violations of 
LGBTIQ people’s human rights. The mandate was renewed in 2019 and its renewal is again in sight 
with a vote expected in July 2022. This renewal is essential for promoting the foreign policy dimension 
of the EU’s LGBTIQ Equality Strategy 2020 – 2025. Nevertheless, it has been challenged by a 
number of UN member states, including EU countries, within the HRC. Ensuring the EU’s cohesion in 
the HRC is essential – no EU Member State should vote against the renewal of the mandate.

Against this backdrop:

1. What is the EEAS’ strategy to support the renewal of the mandate and the cohesion of the EU 
vote? What is the strategy of the European External Action Service (EEAS) to support the 
renewal of the mandate, including through its delegations to the UN in Geneva and New York?

2. How is the EEAS engaging with countries that could be swing votes in the HRC to ensure that 
they vote in favour of the renewal?

3. Does the EEAS have a strategy which its high-level representatives are following in their 
engagement with permanent representatives at the UN?

1 Resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 30 June 2016 entitled ‘Protection against violence and 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity’, https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G16/154/15/PDF/G1615415.pdf?OpenElement

2 https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/ie-sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity


