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The Commission regrets every death and injuries suffered by all people involved in these 
events. While the Commission is concerned by the violence used by migrant smuggling 
networks, any measures to prevent and/or discourage unauthorized crossings of the external 
borders need to be proportionate, refraining from any excessive use of force.

EU asylum and border control law guarantee that the fundamental rights of migrants must 
always be respected, including the right to asylum and to be treated with dignity. The 
Commission welcomes the investigations launched by the Spanish authorities to clarify the 
events occurred in Melilla on 24 June 2022, as well as the creation of the fact-finding 
commission set up by the Moroccan National Human Rights Council. The Commission recalls 
that all Member States must act in full compliance with relevant international and EU law, and 
when implementing EU law, with the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. With the Pact on 
Migration and Asylum adopted in 20201, the Commission proposed to strengthen the 
monitoring of the respect for fundamental rights particularly in the context of screening at the 
external borders. In parallel, the Commission continues to oversee the transposition and 
implementation of the EU asylum acquis.

The Commission and Morocco launched a new operational anti-smuggling partnership on 8 
July 2022, which will cover, in particular, support for border management, enhanced police 
cooperation (including joint investigations), awareness-raising on the dangers of irregular 
migration and enhanced cooperation with EU agencies responsible for home affairs2. The 
Commission is not aware of any bilateral agreement between the EU or any EU Member State 
and the Kingdom of Morocco allowing the Moroccan police to operate on EU territory for the 
purpose of border control.

1 https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/new-pact-migration-
and-asylum_en
2 European Commission and Morocco launch renewed partnership (europa.eu) 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_22_4388
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