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Aside from the activation of the EU Civil Protection Mechanism1, the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development and the EU aid scheme for the fruit and vegetables sector under the 
European Agricultural Guarantee Fund may be used to support the initiatives that Portugal may 
decide2 to launch to help the farmers affected by extreme weather conditions. The Rural 
Development Programme 2014-2022 for Mainland (Portugal) includes the support for investments 
for the restoration of agricultural land and production potential damaged by natural disasters, 
adverse climate events and catastrophic events and support for prevention interventions against 
forest fires. National authorities are responsible for the selection of projects. If the damage 
through the fires exceeds the country specific threshold, Portugal may consider to activate the 
EU Solidarity Fund3.

A new approach to forest planning and management to ensure more fire-resilient forests and 
landscapes should be considered together with Member States. In addition, the Cohesion 
Fund-financed national programme on Sustainability and Efficient Use of Resources 
(POSEUR ) has a total allocation for climate change adaptation and risk prevention of EUR 
428 million. Within this allocation, it is possible to support fire brigades by purchasing 
equipment and vehicles for civil protection or by reinforcing the operational capacity of 
infrastructure. 

The Member States can count on the Commission’s support for the continuation of public 
investment and the 2021-2027 cohesion policy programmes for Portugal, still under 
discussion, will continue to address climate change related issues, including those related to 
fires, with the planned support of approximately EUR 680 million.

1 Further to the EU Civil Protection Mechanism deployment of four water-bomber planes from the EU’s reserve 
capacity based in Spain and Italy, Portugal activated the Copernicus EMS for three wildfires and nineteen maps 
were provided to the Portuguese authorities.
2 Based on the share of responsibilities between the EU and the Member States.
3 To cover part of the public expenditure. The EU Solidarity Fund may be activated by the Portuguese authorities 
when the total direct damage exceeds either 0.6% of Gross National Income or 1.5% of the Gross Domestic 
Product of the affected region.


