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Subject: Decision to relax CAP fallow land and rotation rules in 2023

With a view to protecting food security, which is being undermined by the war in Ukraine, for the 2022 
period, farmers have been allowed to cultivate fallow land, and the crop diversification obligation 
under CAP green payments has been relaxed.

As the conflict in Ukraine is expected to be drawn out, that exceptional supply‑improvement measure 
and the more flexible crop rotation and diversification rules need to be extended for another year to 
prevent farmers – who are once again facing serious difficulties, this time as a result of war and 
drought – from ending up with the short end of the stick.

In the light of the above:

1. Does the Commission plan to extend into 2023 both the exceptional measures authorising the 
cultivation of fallow land and the increased flexibility with regard to the crop rotation requirement 
under enhanced conditionality?

2. Is the Commission aware that, if farmers are to take decisions this autumn about what to grow, 
these measures need to be established as a matter of urgency?


