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Subject: High fertiliser prices and the fertiliser markets

Russia’s war of attrition in Ukraine has left the fertiliser markets in turmoil. The increase in prices for 
energy, and especially gas, has shut down Europe’s fertiliser factories, and fertiliser prices have risen 
as a consequence. Furthermore, the nitrogen fertiliser markets in the EU are heavily dependent on 
imports from third countries, with Russia having been one of the largest suppliers. In addition to those 
markets, there have also been challenges in the supply of potassium, with Belarus and Russia playing 
a key role in imports.

The Commission’s proposal to temporarily scrap customs duties on raw materials used to produce 
nitrogen-based fertilisers is welcomed, but given the current living conditions it is insufficient to 
compensate importers for the increased costs of fertilisers. Import protection for fertilisers could be 
eased more broadly than the Commission has proposed up until now. Anti-dumping duties are of 
great importance in this regard. The EU should do everything possible with regard to the availability of 
the fertilisers needed by farmers and stabilising prices. Many farmers do not currently have the funds 
to buy fertilisers for the forthcoming growing season because of the high prices, and this is a threat to 
food security.

Safeguarding the availability of fertilisers and reinforcing self-sufficiency in fertilisers are crucial for the 
EU’s security of supply and reinforcing its strategic autonomy. In the context of the current food crisis, 
fertilisers also have a significant role to play in ensuring/maintaining food security.

I would therefore ask the Commission:

1. What kind of further measures is the Commission planning with a view to opening up the 
international fertiliser markets and ensuring the availability of fertilisers, whilst at the same time 
reducing dependence on Russia?

2. How will the Commission ensure and promote the EU’s self-sufficiency in fertilisers?

3. How will the Commission ensure that the future Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) 
does not continue to place importers in a less favourable situation in the context of this fertiliser 
and food crisis?


