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Subject: Freshwater turtle proposals for CITES CoP19

Turtles are among the two most severely threatened large groups of vertebrates along with primates. 
On 18 September 2022, a letter signed by 157 turtle biologists and conservationists from 46 countries 
urged the European Union to support and adopt the freshwater turtle proposals submitted to the 19th 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES CoP19)1.

The Commission’s draft positions2 currently do not support proposals submitted by several countries 
to include a large number of turtle species on the CITES Appendices, in line with what Parliament 
called for in its resolution of 5 October 20223. Neither do they include the regulation needed of the 
trade in these species, which is currently subject to illegal and unsustainable trade. The EU is a major 
importing market for turtles for the pet and collector trades.

1. How does the Commission intend to address the concerns raised in this letter from the world’s 
turtle experts?

2. Why doesn’t the Commission support these conservation measures proposed by several 
countries?

3. How does the Commission plan to ensure that its positions are based on the best available 
scientific data, fully implement the precautionary principle and act in species’ best interest?

1 https://c532f75abb9c1c021b8c-
e46e473f8aadb72cf2a8ea564b4e6a76.ssl.cf5.rackcdn.com/2022/09/19/5vz8zrq4zv_ICCTSC_Letter_CITES_
2022_CoP19.v.9.pdf

2 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52022PC0451
3 Resolution of 5 October 2022 on the EU strategic objectives for the 19th meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), to 
be held in Panama from 14 to 25 November 2022, texts adopted P9_TA(2022)0344.


