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Subject: Comprehensiveness of the impact assessment of the Soil Health Law 

As part of the implementation of the EU soil strategy, the European Commission is currently drafting 
an impact assessment and legislative proposal for the EU’s new Soil Health Law. According to the 
Commission’s work programme, the proposal will be published in the second quarter of 2023. If the 
many measures under the soil strategy are correctly implemented, this may serve to improve soil 
quality, safeguard equal market conditions and promote policy coherence at EU and national level. 
However, while the initiative is being prepared, it will be necessary to thoroughly assess the new 
legislative proposal’s added value and the degree to which it is consistent with existing legislation and 
legislation being drafted, particularly as regards matters related to soil. The principles of subsidiarity 
and proportionality must be considered in the preparatory process, with the choice of legal basis 
being relevant to the content of the act and its proposed objectives.

1. How does the European Commission intend to ensure in its impact assessment that a proper 
and clear analysis is conducted of the legislative proposal in preparation, one that reveals the 
costs of the project and how reasonable they will be for the Member States, farmers and forest 
owners?

2. How will the European Commission ensure compliance with the principle of better regulation, so 
that the legislation being proposed is consistent with other EU laws, both existing ones and those 
in preparation, such as the common agricultural policy, the LULUCF Regulation, the 
Deforestation Regulation, the Nature Restoration Regulation, or the forest monitoring initiative?

3. How will the European Commission ensure that the different conditions that exist in the Member 
States are considered in the requirements under the proposed legislation so that national 
implementing bodies are given the leeway to take into account special features of the local 
environment?
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