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Subject: Raid of private gynaecologist offices in Poland

On 9 January 2023 the Polish Central Anti-Corruption Bureau raided a private gynaecologist office in 
Szczecin under the orders of the regional prosecutor. The prosecutor claimed he had reason to 
believe that criminal acts had been conducted and, in particular, that substances had been provided 
for medical abortions. Poland has a de facto ban on abortion. During the raid, medical records dating 
back as far as 1996 were confiscated in addition to the doctor’s cellphone and two laptops.

In the light of the above:

1. Is the Commission aware of the case and does it agree that the prosecutor’s actions constitute 
an unacceptable violation of fundamental rights, in particular the rights to privacy, health and 
family life of the patients whose data was seized, as well as a breach of doctor-patient 
confidentiality?

2. Does the Commission agree that these actions were in flagrant violation of the General Data 
Protection Regulation1and the Law Enforcement Directive2, and that they are a further indication 
of the rule of law crisis in Poland as well as a threat to cross-border police and judicial 
cooperation?

3. Will the Commission ensure that the Polish authorities, in particular the data protection 
authorities, take immediate action to remedy the situation, and if they do not, will the Commission 
launch an infringement procedure?
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1 Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data, and 
repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation) (OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1).

2 Directive (EU) 2016/680 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of 
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by competent authorities for the purposes of 
the prevention, investigation, detection or prosecution of criminal offences or the execution of criminal 
penalties, and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Council Framework Decision 2008/977/JHA 
(OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 89).


