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Subject: Field trials of RNAi pesticides in the EU

A new type of pesticide is currently starting to appear. These ribonucleic acid interference (RNAi) 
pesticides are designed to silence the gene expression of insects, in order to kill them.

At least one firm has publicly stated that it is already conducting open field trials on potato crops in 
several Member States, including France, Spain, Germany and Slovenia.

The environmental impact of such ‘genetic pesticides’ is far from being known and several scientific 
studies are already hinting at numerous risks for biodiversity and pollinators, owing, in particular, to 
existing genetic proximities between various insect species.

Answering an NGO’s request on the issue, the Commission responded that it had no knowledge of 
any RNAi open field trial being conducted, which is surprising, particularly at a time when the 
Commission is preparing a proposal for a regulation on new genetic techniques.

1. What actions is the Commission considering in order to assess what is currently happening in 
Member States with regard to RNAi trials?

2. Are RNAi pesticides currently benefiting from a regulatory vacuum?

3. Are we dealing with a ‘fait accompli’ strategy, which would discredit the Commission for being 
unaware of ongoing trials while a new regulatory framework for new genetic techniques is in 
progress?
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