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Subject: Decision of Dutch Royal Speed Skating Federation to bar top foreign skaters from Dutch 
commercial skating teams

The Dutch Royal Speed Skating Federation (KNSB) announced last week that top foreign skaters will 
no longer be allowed on Dutch commercial teams as of the 2024-2025 season1. This applies to 
skaters who rank among the top eight in the world or top four in Europe at a given distance. In 
addition, these foreign skaters will no longer be allowed to train at certain times (slots reserved for 
elite skaters) at the Thialf skating rink.

1. Does the Commission regard these KNSB decisions as contrary to EU law, which prohibits 
discrimination based on nationality within the EU, in line with the Bosman ruling, which expressly 
states that there can be no cap on the number of foreign EU sportspersons within a commercial 
team?

2. Does the Commission intend to take action against this policy of the KNSB?

3. What is the Commission doing to enforce and safeguard current and future final decisions of the 
Court of Justice of the European Union that are relevant in this area, such as the Bosman ruling?
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1 https://www.schaatsen.nl/nieuws/2023/april/knsb-geeft-eigen-neo-senioren-voorrang-boven-buitenlanders-in-
topteams/


