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Subject: Ban on plastic packaging for unprocessed fruit and vegetables sold in France as of 20 
June 2023 

France has passed a decree banning plastic packaging for the sale of unprocessed fruit and 
vegetables from 20 June 2023.

Directive (EU) 2015/1535 obliges Member States, in Article 6(4), to ‘postpone the adoption of a draft 
technical regulation for 12 months from the date of receipt by the Commission of the communication 
referred to in Article 5(1) of this Directive, if, within the three months following that date, the 
Commission announces its finding that the draft technical regulation concerns a matter which is 
covered by a proposal for a directive, regulation or decision presented to the European Parliament 
and the Council in accordance with Article 288 TFEU’. The restriction on the use of plastics is a 
matter under discussion as part of the review of the PPWD of 12 November 2022.

With the ongoing debate in the European Parliament, the French decree constitutes a barrier within 
the single market since it demands stricter conditions for the sale of fruit and vegetables than those 
required by EU law and implemented in other EU countries.

In view of this, can the Commission state:

1. Can it confirm that it is following this matter closely?

2. What action does it intend to take in respect of France on this issue?
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