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Subject: The blue crab (Callinectes sapidus): a threat to the seas and inland waters of the Adriatic

For months, the regions facing the Adriatic, particularly Veneto, Emilia-Romagna and Friuli Venezia 
Giulia, have been dealing with the crisis caused by the proliferation of the blue crab, which has 
devastated shellfish farms and disrupted business for more than 4 000 fishing operators.

In Pila and Scardovari, between July and August 2023, farmers harvested 362 tonnes of blue crab in 
an effort to contain its spread but also to mitigate the considerable commercial and environmental 
damage to both breeding areas and areas for mature specimens.

Having ransacked pockets and lagoons in the Po Delta, the blue crab has recently begun moving up 
rivers too, venturing 100 kilometres inland.

In view of their high numbers and the fact that new species are expected to arrive1, it is important to 
find a balance and forward-looking solutions that involve using blue crabs as a resource and that 
protect the sector and the highly endangered ecosystems.

In the light of the above, will the Commission:

1. Introduce an ongoing containment programme using targeted gear and other appropriate tools?

2. Make use of its scientific bodies to assess the blue crab phenomenon in the Mediterranean with 
a view to the institutions’ adoption of long-term solutions to prevent threats of this kind and, in the 
short term, to tackle emergencies?

3. Promote safe use and consumption of blue crabs?
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1 https://www.cnr.it/it/comunicato-stampa/12142/individuata-una-seconda-specie-di-granchio-blu-nel-mar-
adriatico.


