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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries asks the Committee on Regional Development, as the committee 
responsible, to include the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:

A. having regard to the status of the outermost regions under Article 299(2) of the EC Treaty, 

B. having regard to the characteristics of the exclusive economic zones (EEZs) of the 
outermost regions, notably the absence of any continental shelf from most of their area,

C. having regard to the need to guarantee the economically, socially and environmentally 
sustainable exploitation of living aquatic resources, particularly the need to preserve fish 
stocks in the outermost regions,

D. whereas the outermost regions have fragile economies with few possibilities for 
diversification, where in some cases fishing and ancestral fishing communities play a key 
social and economic role and strengthen other economic activities upstream and 
downstream,

E. having regard to the proposal for a Council regulation on the European  Fisheries Fund 
(COM(2004)0497),

F. whereas there have been repeated calls for a specific strategy and programme for the 
outermost regions,

General considerations:

1. Welcomes and endorses the work of the Commission as embodied in part in its 
communication aiming to establish 'a stronger partnership for the outermost regions';

2. Welcomes the work carried out in the meantime by the various EP committees concerned 
in defence of the particular circumstances of the outermost regions; 

3. Notes with particular satisfaction the Commission's position regarding the need for the 
CFP to take count of the characteristics of the outermost regions; 

4. Believes that, in order to lend substance to and guarantee the status of the outermost 
regions in practice, it is necessary not only to guarantee the specific character of 
remoteness as a horizontal aspect across all Community policies, including the common 
fisheries policy (CFP), but also to set up a specific Community support programme for the 
outermost regions as part of the next financial framework 2007-2013, with sufficient 
financial resources to respond to the structural problems of these regions;

Fisheries-related aspects

5. Believes the Commission should take account in its legislative proposals of the specific 
character of the outermost regions, notably their vulnerability as regards their fisheries 
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zones and the social and economic importance of the fisheries sector in some of them; 

6. Believes the Commission should, in view of the particular circumstances of the EEZs of 
the outermost regions (absence of a continental shelf in certain cases) and the limitations 
of their fisheries zones (often confined to submarine hills), apply, without hesitation, the 
precautionary principle and the principle of relative stability; this would help ensure not 
only biological and ecological balance for the species concerned, but also the protection of 
the socio-economic fabric related to the fisheries sector in those regions; the Commission 
should also take account in its legislative proposals of the fact that fishing activity in some 
of the outermost regions, for example in the Indian Ocean, is very recent and that fish 
stocks in these areas are still rich;

7. Believes the Commission should take account in its legislative proposals of the need to 
offer the fishing fleets of the outermost regions positive discrimination as regards access 
to the maritime resources of their zones, in accordance with the Treaties and the CFP; 
believes that the Commission should thus safeguard the sustainability of small-scale 
fishing and small-scale coastal fishing; Parliament thus reaffirms its legislative resolution 
of 4 June 2003 on a proposal for a Council regulation on the management of the fishing 
effort relating to certain Community fishing areas and resources and modifying 
Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93;

8. Believes the Commission should, in view of the fragility of the ecosystems of the zones 
concerned, and provided that such measures are scientifically justified in each case, 
restrict the use of certain types of fishing gear having potential adverse effects; Parliament 
thus reaffirms its legislative resolution of 16 December 2004 on a proposal for a Council 
regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 850/98 as regards the protection of deep-water 
coral reefs from the effects of trawling in certain areas of the Atlantic Ocean, restricting 
the use of bottom trawl nets and bottom-set gillnets; 

 9. Believes the Commission should maintain in the European Fisheries Fund (EFF) the level 
of aid currently granted under the Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance (FIFG), 
with a view to meeting the needs arising from the specific handicaps of the outermost 
regions and their socio-economic fabric;

10. Believes the Commission should, in the light of the vulnerabilities stemming from 
outermost-region status, continue its support in those regions for the fisheries-products 
processing industry, at a level equivalent to or higher than that of the FIFG; 

11. Believes the Commission should maintain the derogations which have so far enabled the 
outermost regions to modernise and renovate their local fishing fleets on the basis of 
national and Community aid; 

12. Believes the Commission should, in its proposal for a regulation on the EFF, extend the 
scope of support to the fisheries-products processing industry and the aquaculture sector, 
so as to ensure that at least medium-sized undertakings are also included;

13. Believes the Commission should accept the principle that POSEI-Fisheries aid should be 
permanent, and favours increasing the compensation levels in respect of the additional 
costs arising from outermost status in the marketing of certain fisheries products;
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14. Believes the Commission should take all possible steps towards the rapid establishment of 
the Regional Advisory Councils; in the case of the Regional Advisory Council for South 
Western Waters, an island subdivision should be created to deal with the specific fisheries 
in the outermost regions.
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