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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on the Environment, Public Health and 
Food Safety, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion 
for a resolution:

1. Stresses the importance of implementing the reformed common fisheries policy, since it 
provides for the sustainable development of fishery resources and discourages overfishing, 
which constitutes a threat to marine life.

2. Stresses the importance of the proposal for a ‘Marine Strategy Directive’ (COM(2005)0505) 
and recalls the need for the Member States to draw up national plans geared to the 
preservation of biotic and abiotic resources associated with the marine environment.

3. Considers it vital to promote agreements and concerted action plans between the EU and 
third countries aimed at the preservation of common marine areas.

4. Welcomes the Commission’s intention to implement a common maritime policy based on a 
holistic approach to the oceans and draws attention to the need for the environmental and 
ecological preservation of the oceans as a guarantee for the economic development of 
sectors such as fisheries, tourism and others.

5. Calls on the Commission to draw up a specific action programme to combat illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU), which constitutes a fundamental threat to the 
replenishment of fish stocks.

6. Recalls the importance of the Seventh Research Framework Programme and the need to 
consider fisheries and the sustainable exploitation of the oceans as a strategic priority for the 
preservation of the marine environment.

7. Urges the Commission to revise the management and recovery plans for certain fish species, 
which are frequently out of tune with the correct monitoring of those species; urges the 
Commission to apply more specific measures that are compatible with the fishing gear and 
methods used in the biogeographical areas in question.

8. Notes that the promotion of selective fishing methods constitutes a priority because it will 
contribute towards the sustainability of fisheries and the maintenance of biodiversity by 
reducing by-catches.

9. Urges the Commission better to verify compliance with Community laws linked to the fight 
against the pollution and degradation of marine ecosystems.

10. Welcomes the proposal put forward by the EU and the Member States to incorporate marine 
and river ecosystems in the NATURA 2000 network of protected sites, and calls for 
emphasis also to be placed on areas for the reproduction of fish stocks.

11. Calls on the Commission to consolidate the NATURA 2000 network further by extending it 
to the ten Member States which acceded to the EU in 2004 and to Bulgaria and Romania 
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since, following the accession of those two last-mentioned countries, the Black Sea now 
forms part of Community waters.

12. Expresses its concern at the repercussions the introduction of exotic species and the likely 
escape of genetically modified fish into marine ecosystems may have on biodiversity, and 
calls on the Commission to study the dangers further.

13. Expresses its concern at the possibility of genetically modified fish escaping into marine 
ecosystems and the likelihood of their reproducing with local fish, which may disrupt the 
biodiversity of those ecosystems; calls on the EC to prohibit genetically modified fish 
intended for the EU food chain from entering the EU. 

14. Urges the Commission to encourage and support studies linked to the rearing of new species 
in captivity, particularly species affected by overfishing, thereby responding to market needs 
that are potentially threatened by the reduction in catches.

15. Calls on the Commission to finance studies into marine ecosystems, particularly in areas 
with rich biodiversity and intensive fishing activity.

16. Welcomes the Commission´s declared intention to introduce specific legislation for the eco-
certification of fish and urges it to come forward with a legislative proposal as rapidly as 
possible.

17. Calls on the EC to introduce effective controls on the discharge of ballast water within EU 
waters. 

18. Urges the Commission to exert pressure on those responsible for the successive delays in 
setting up regional advisory councils for fisheries, which are vital for improved monitoring 
and preservation of fish resources. 

19. Urges the Commission to launch campaigns to raise public awareness of the problems linked 
to the preservation of fishery resources and associated ecosystems.

20. Draws attention to the need to provide financial compensation for local communities whose 
incomes have been adversely affected by means of specific actions aimed at the preservation 
of the marine environment.
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