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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1.  Notes the communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council 

and the Court of Auditors on the annual accounts of the European Union for the financial 

year 20101, and the Annual Report of the Court of Auditors on the implementation of the 

budget2; points out that neither text makes much reference to maritime affairs or fisheries;  

2.  Thanks DG MARE for the additional documentation it sent, and takes the view that the 

overall implementation rates for maritime affairs and fisheries budget headings were 

satisfactory in 2010; 

3.  Emphasises that the overall budget implementation rate was 97.2% for commitment 

appropriations and the overall rate for payment appropriations was 79.23%; notes, 

however, the very low implementation rate in chapter 11 02 (fisheries markets), and notes 

the Commission’s explanations with specific reference to the implementation of fisheries 

programmes for the outermost regions; 

4. Is pleased to note that DG MARE plans to improve the implementation of commitments 

made available for projects co-financed with the Member States and encourages the 

relevant departments within the Commission to continue in this vein; 

5. Notes the efforts DG MARE has made in the area of internal auditing and calls on the 

Commission to continue to deal with all the projects and files as efficiently and quickly as 

possible; 

6. Notes the retention of DG MARE’s reserve for management and control systems relating 

to FIFG (Financial Instrument for Fisheries Guidance) operational programmes in 

Germany – packaging plant; notes that this is a long-standing, complex programme that 

began in 2001, and calls on the Commission to bring it to a close soon, at the same time 

safeguarding the EU’s interests; 

7. Welcomes the action DG MARE has taken to increase effectiveness with regard to 

monitoring international agreements, and welcomes the agreement to decouple purely 

trade-related payments (EUR 104 017 795, i.e. 72% of the total) from sectoral support 

payments (EUR 40 211 849, i.e. 28% of the total); 

8. Emphasises that there is a need for effective monitoring of EU-funded activities that 

provide sectoral support in the context of international agreements by using matrices that 

are as detailed as possible; emphasises, furthermore, that a call needs to be made for the 

proportion of sectoral support to be increased; firmly believes that the trade-related parts 

of agreements ought ultimately to be made conditional upon effective, sufficiently 

monitored, substantial sectoral support; 

                                                 
1 OJ C 332, 14.11.2011, p. 1. 
2 OJ C 326, 10.11.2011, p. 3.  
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9.  Given its legislative and budgetary role, asks to be more closely involved in fisheries 

policy, especially as regards international fisheries agreements and the various meetings at 

which they are discussed (e.g. joint committees and bilateral negotiations with non-EU 

countries); 

10. Requests the Court of Auditors to draw up special reports on priority areas for the 

common fisheries policy following the series of legislative proposals and communications 

that have been brought forward as part of the CFP reform package, including matters 

relating to the external dimension of the policy; 

11. On the basis of the data available, is of the opinion that the Commission can be granted 

discharge in respect of expenditure in the areas of maritime affairs and fisheries in 2010. 
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