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SUGGESTIONS 

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgetary Control, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution: 

1. Notes that, in its report, the Court of Auditors: 

a) indicates other instruments of the common fisheries policy as possible ways of 

reducing fishing capacity and, purely by way of example, analyses transferable 

fishing concessions without identifying beneficial effects in them; 

b) recommends that Member States should fulfil their obligation to keep the fishing 

fleet registers up to date so that the Commission may find a balance between fleet 

capacity and fishing opportunities, which is currently impossible (paragraph 77); 

c) fails to consider the features specific to each area and types of fishing, e.g. the 

difference between small-scale and industrial fishing; 

d)  notes that the total catches in the Union have decreased with over 1 million tonnes 

over the last decade; 

e)  considers that overcapacity continues to be one of the reasons of the failure of the 

CFP aiming at assuring sustainable fisheries; 

f)  denounces the inadequacy of the information supplied by Member States and the 

consequent difficulties in identifying policies which can reduce fishing over-capacity 

and in assessing the results of such policies. 

2. Believes that it is essential that the Commission urgently draft a report containing the 

data on existing overcapacity in the Union, broken down by fishery and country. 

3. Recommends that the Commission: 

a) take the initiative to develop actions to effectively reduce overcapacity of the fishing 

fleet, to address the above weaknesses, including better defining fishing capacity, 

setting effective limits for fishing fleets capacity; 

b) establish whether the scheme of public aid for on-board investments needs to be 

reconsidered in light of the difficulties in avoiding investments which increase 

fishing ability. 

4. Takes the view that: 

a)  the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund makes no provision for compensation to 

fishermen who lose their jobs owing to the scrapping of vessels, or to women who 

are affected by a stoppage of fishing activity; 

b)  in the interest of reducing fleet size, it is essential to allow for an adequate 

transitional period before the final withdrawal of public funds for scrappage, by 
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providing support measures for crews and for those women whose jobs are linked to 

the activity of each vessel; 

5.  Takes the view that the report by the Court of Auditors should neither pass political 

judgment nor prejudge the methods for distributing fishing opportunities or fleet 

management tools that would be used to achieve the CFP objectives, which should 

be decided by the legislator. 

6. Recommends that the Member States take measures to: 

 

a)  adapt their fishing fleets to the existing fishing opportunities; 

 

b) ensure that the fishing fleet registers are timely and correctly updated; 

 

c) ensure that any public aid to investments on board is strictly applied and does not 

increase fishing ability; 

d)  ensure that selection criteria for fishing vessel decommissioning schemes are 

designed to have a positive impact on the sustainability of the targeted fish stocks 

and avoid providing public aid for decommissioning inactive fishing vessels. 

7. Considers that the recommendations of the Court of Auditors should be acted upon 

urgently, in particular: 

a)  the definition and accurate measurement of fishing capacity based on the FAO 

Technical Consultation on the Measurement of Fishing Capacity; and 

b)  the adoption of a set of qualitative environmental criteria guiding the fleets capacity 

management programmes; 

c)  fishing overcapacity needs to be defined and quantified in the CFP and EMFF 

regulations. Suggests a possible definition of fishing overcapacity in terms of 

economic overcapacity where each individual or group of fishing vessels is assessed 

as to whether or not it is economically viable with the available fishing opportunities. 

This will lead to properly determining the extent of the fishing overcapacity problem 

in the different fisheries and fleets. 

8.  Notes that although there is no official definition of overcapacity, declined catches 

and lost jobs caused by overfished fish stocks demonstrates a de facto overcapacity. 

Therefore, calls on the Commission to define overcapacity and consider more 

relevant and robust measures to facilitate actions to balance fishing capacity with 

fishing opportunities. 

9. Considers that a reduction in fishing effort is needed to reach maximum sustainable 

yield: 

a) making available the funding needed for the proper implementation of the 

multiannual management plans and the achievement of the MSY; 
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b) reducing pressure on resources in reproduction and recovery areas, particularly 

during reproduction phases; 

c) stepping up fishermen's participation in developing and implementing local fleet 

management plans, in line with the CFP objectives; 

d) encouraging additional, complementary sources of income for fishermen in order to 

improve their living and working conditions while ensuring the sustainability of 

resources; 

e) encouraging specific funding for the use of more selective and environmentally 

friendly fishing equipment, in particular under the framework of specific 

programmes supporting artisanal fishing, traditional aquaculture and small-scale 

fishing, including shellfish gathering and mussel breeding in the natural 

environment; 

f) collecting data, for which purpose it is desirable to increase the rate of EU 

cofinancing; 

g) planning targeted scrapping per area; 

h) improving the checks and respecting the capacity ceilings that are in place. 

10. Calls on the Commission to set effective fishing fleet capacity ceilings. 

11. Considers that a reform of the CFP is needed to regionalise its implementation and 

the management of its programmes and measures. 

12. Calls on the Commission to enforce Member State’s obligation to correctly update 

their fleet register and to establish the obligation to report on their efforts to balance 

fishing capacity with fishing opportunities. 
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