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 SHORT JUSTIFICATION 

Overseas countries and territories (OCTs) are islands located in the Atlantic, Antarctic, 

Arctic, Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific regions that constitutionally depend on four EU 

Member States: Denmark, France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

The EU intends to revise the principles upon which its cooperation with OCTs is based. This 

new approach should encourage their sustainable development, taking account of their 

specificities.  

As regards the fisheries sector, the EU should give greater support to the OCTs' local systems 

of monitoring, control, inspection and surveillance in order to combat illegal, unreported and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing and related trade. It is also vital that there be effective cooperation 

with, and within, regional fisheries management organisations, to promote the implementation 

of measures to combat IUU fishing, which is currently one of the greatest threats to the 

sustainability of fish stocks.  

In the field of integrated coastal zone management, EU-OCT cooperation should strike a 

balance between economic and social activities, such as fisheries and aquaculture, tourism, 

maritime transport and the potential of marine and coastal zones in terms of renewable energy 

and raw materials, whilst taking into account the impact of climate change and human 

activities. 

As far as maritime affairs are concerned, EU-OCT cooperation should promote marine 

knowledge and biotechnology, ocean energy, maritime surveillance, coastal zone 

management and an ecosystem based management. 

With regard to the sustainable management of fish stocks, EU-OCT cooperation should be 

based on responsible fisheries management in the conservation and sustainable management 

of fish stocks, with regular consultations between the parties as regards the conservation and 

management of living marine resources and with exchanges of information on the ongoing 

state of the resources.  

The main challenge that OCTs face is that of putting their economies and societies on a 

sustainable development path by increasing their competitiveness, reducing their 

vulnerability, cooperating with their neighbours and integrating in the regional and/or world 

economies, where possible. For the EU, the challenge lies in supporting the OCTs in 

achieving these goals, through a framework that is adapted to OCT needs, realities, 

particularities and diversity. 

AMENDMENTS 

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Development, as the committee 

responsible, to incorporate the following amendment into its report: 
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Amendment  1 

Draft decision 

Article 19 – paragraph 2 – point b 

 

Council draft Amendment 

(b) dialogue and cooperation regarding the 

conservation of fish stocks including 

measures to fight illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing and effectively 

cooperating with and within regional 

fisheries management organisations. 

Dialogue and cooperation shall include 

control and inspection schemes, incentives 

and obligations for a more effective 

management of fisheries and coastal 

environments in the long term. 

(b) dialogue and cooperation regarding the 

conservation of fish stocks including 

measures to fight illegal, unreported and 

unregulated fishing and effectively 

cooperating with and within regional 

fisheries management organisations. 

Dialogue and cooperation shall include 

control and inspection schemes, incentives 

and obligations for a more effective 

management of fisheries and coastal 

environments in the long term. Dialogue 

and cooperation shall be accompanied by 

an increase, on the part of the 

Commission, in efforts to promote 

sustainable fisheries management by 

supporting local systems of monitoring, 

and surveillance by means of partnership 

agreements with the overseas countries 

and territories associated with the 

European Union.  

Justification 

IUU fishing is currently one of the greatest threats to the sustainability of fish stocks and to 

the biodiversity of oceans worldwide. Moreover, the business it generates is a form of unfair 

competition in respect of fishermen who operate within the law. It also causes economic and 

financial difficulties for the community of fishermen, consumers and the entire sector. 

Coordination and cooperation between the Commission and the OCTs associated with the EU 

thus needs to be strengthened in order to combat IUU fishing effectively. 
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