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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Fisheries calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee 
responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1. Recalls that the objectives of the CFP can only be effectively achieved if there is a 
sufficient budget; points out that the budget is concentrated in Section III and Title 11, 
‘Maritime Affairs and Fisheries’; notes that the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
(EMFF), which has limited resources at its disposal compared with other EU funds, and 
the compulsory contributions to regional fisheries management organisations and 
sustainable fisheries agreements make up most of the budget, and that reining in the 
constant cuts in appropriations sustained by the latter budget line is vital to ensuring that 
expectations concerning expansion of the network of agreements with third countries 
are met.

2. Stresses the need for the Union budget to reflect the stated policy objectives for 
employment, businesses and entrepreneurship; stresses that fisheries and maritime 
affairs are also areas where jobs are created and growth is generated and that they 
contribute actively to regional development and natural-resource management.

3. Stresses the importance of the social and economic dimension of fishing for local 
communities and some maritime, coastal and island regions that are particularly 
dependent on fishing; recognises the need to maintain enough financial previsions for 
enabling coastal, artisanal and small scale fleet sectors to obtain funding.

4. Points out that there is a major economic, social and environmental dimension to 
fisheries and maritime affairs and that they play a vital role in the blue economy.

5. Stresses that the CFP also contributes to social cohesion in outermost regions and 
offshore islands; points out that in some cases the fishing enterprises in those regions 
are handicapped by additional costs and should therefore be especially recognised and 
supported in accordance with Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, as are regions that suffer from severe and permanent natural or 
demographic handicaps, in accordance with Article 174 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union.

6. Emphasises that the implementation of the new CFP entails a paradigm shift in fisheries 
management both for Member States and for fishermen and recalls, in this regard, the 
difficulties encountered in previous financial years when appropriations were reduced.

7. Points out the need to guarantee sufficient financial support, with no cuts to 
appropriations for controlling fisheries activities and investments on board and in the 
ports, in order to ensure and facilitate the implementation of the landing obligation.

8. Stresses that the modernisation of fisheries control policy can only be implemented by 
modernising its tools, which cannot be done without increasing its budget.

9. Stresses the importance of ensuring a proper funding and maintaining, at the very least, 
the level of appropriations earmarked in the current financial year for the collection of 
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data, which is a key task to enabling rational and scientific based decisions to be taken 
on fisheries policy issues.

10. Emphasises the need to invest in analysis and dissemination, throughout the supply 
chain, of knowledge and understanding of economic aspects of the fisheries and 
aquaculture market, for which reason funding has to be guaranteed, under the market 
intelligence budget line, for commitment appropriations needed to cover the envisaged 
payment estimates.

11. Emphasises the need to give priority to projects focused on job creation (specially 
through the Youth Employment Initiative), on innovative projects and on diversifying 
local economies in order to add more value to their fishing activities – by, for example, 
promoting product labelling or fisheries tourism – and on the protection and recovery of 
fish stocks and maritime ecosystems.

12. Designates youth employment in this sector a political priority; stresses that it is the 
responsibility of Member States to do their utmost to make it easier for young people to 
take up the various occupations within fishing by making use of all tools made available 
to them, including the Structural Funds.

13. Points out that, taken into account that the implementation of the Union budget for 2017 
will coincide with the mid-term review of the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-
2020, the financial year 2017 is the appropriate period to ensure that the Union is 
granted sufficient resources to effectively address internal and external actions and 
contemplate the necessary appropriations to respond to the financing needs of the CFP. 

14. Reiterates that a large number of mixed fisheries will be affected by the landing 
obligation for discards as of 1 January 2017, and calls in this connection for a specific 
budget line to be dedicated to assistance in meeting this obligation in order to ring-fence 
and promote research and development into the selectivity of fishing gear.

15. Points out that all the operational programmes on fisheries have recently been adopted 
by the Members States, so in the financial year 2017 the Commission and the national 
administrations should speed up actions to ensure a timely implementation of the 
projects concerned; considers that the Union budget should foresee an appropriate level 
of payment appropriations and commitment appropriations to prevent payment 
problems and financial cuts for fisheries actions. 

16. Reiterates its call to the Commission to forward to Parliament every year a progress 
report covering all commitments and payments, broken down by Member State, so as to 
ensure compliance with the various EMFF ceilings.

17. Calls on DG MARE, under the sustainable fisheries partnership agreements (SFPAs), to 
monitor sectoral aid closely, using detailed charts, based on the information contained 
in the project files. 

18. Points out that the European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) can only perform its 
role if provided with sufficient technical, economic, human and financial resources; 
calls on the Commission to ensure sufficient funding for the appropriations devoted to 
the EFCA in order to enable it to fulfil its new tasks attributed to it under the reformed 
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common fisheries policy and the proposal on a European Border and Coast Guard 
package; recalls the need to exempt all posts of agencies dealing with the migration 
crisis from the 5 % staff reduction target.

19. Recommends an increase in the EFCA budget to enable it to carry out the new tasks 
required under the European Border and Coastguard project.



PE582.079v02-00 6/6 AD\1102807EN.docx

EN

RESULT OF FINAL VOTE IN COMMITTEE ASKED FOR OPINION

Date adopted 31.8.2016

Result of final vote +:
–:
0:

16
0
0

Members present for the final vote Marco Affronte, Clara Eugenia Aguilera García, Alain Cadec, Richard 
Corbett, Carlos Iturgaiz, António Marinho e Pinto, Gabriel Mato, Remo 
Sernagiotto, Ricardo Serrão Santos, Isabelle Thomas, Jarosław Wałęsa

Substitutes present for the final vote Izaskun Bilbao Barandica, José Blanco López, Nicola Caputo, Ole 
Christensen, Ian Duncan, Czesław Hoc, Cláudia Monteiro de Aguiar, 
Maria Lidia Senra Rodríguez, Nils Torvalds


